["M"-category as a prognostic factor in operated patients with non-small cell lung cancer].
Review of the world literature reveals more than 150 prognostic factors for the non-small cell lung cancer. Distant metastases are the most important negative prognostic factor for the long-term survival. We present 440 patients, operated in our clinic for the period 1997-2004. Distant metastases were found in 19 of them age range: 23-74 years (4 women and 15 men). The 5-years survival rate was 30.40% ( 128 patients) for the patients with M0- disease and 15.79% (3 patients) for those with distant metastases. Selected group of patients with lung cancer and distant metastases without involvement of the lymph nodes are may be the group who will benefit from the operative treatment.